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Albrecht Dürer 1471- 1528 
Mediums : Oil, watercolor 
Subjects : Still life, landscape, portrait, engraving 
Art Movement : Northern Renaissance  
Influence : Italian Renaissance 
Hometown: Nuremberg 
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Some Dürer’s paintings make me think of some "Japanese" drawings. There is 

certain gentleness, sensitivity which is rather relaxing. Conversely, Dürer also painted 

religious paintings which are very precise and heavily detailed and some animals as 
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well. However, regardless of his paintings, we can find a quite different style but still 

relatively accurate .... sometimes gently, sometimes more “sharper”. If you look at the "Hare”, 

it’s a remarkable drawing giving an almost photographic realism. Even the whiskers are 

delicacy and incredible realistic. The composition, seen from above, is placed at the center 

and occupies substantially all of the support. The light comes from the left and gives a depth 

in this work with the shadow of the animal. Dürer used fine gradations of brown on an off-

white background with I guess some very light red or maybe orange. Dürer has, undeniably, 

a very great power of observation. 

I think he was, for his period of time, lightly outside the framework of the classical 

"Renaissance". 

__ 
 
 
Claude Gellée called « le Lorrain » 1600 - 1682  
Mediums : Oil 
Subjects : Classical landscape 
Art Movement : Northern Renaissance - Barroque 
Influence : Annibal Carrache (1560 - 1609, italien painter) 
Hometown : Chamagne, Vosges 
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Le Lorrain was, with Nicolas Poussin (1594 - Rome - 1665) and Philippe de Champagne 

(1602 - Bruxelles - 1674 Paris) very representative of the classicism and we can say that 

they were master in their painting. Le Lorrain’s compositions are rather mythological or 
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religious but not only. Indeed Le Lorrain did as well a lot of paintings representing merchants, 

boat harbors, historical and religious scenes as well as studies of the human figure and 

animals. 

These paintings are extremely balanced with a subtle light and dark blend giving precisely 

this sense of depth which is accentuated by the perspective which is phenomenal in his 

paintings. Le Lorrain, meticulously, really managed to capture the atmosphere, the light, the 

place and people. I wonder what was the most important for Le Lorrain : the composition and 

the design or the color, concept of seduction of the senses ?? 

His paintings explore the infinite space of the landscape. It seems to be fairly accurate in his 

time than Dürer. 

__ 

Laurence Stephen Lowry  Lowry (1887 – 1976) 
Mediums: Oil 
Subjects: Urban landscape, industrial districts 
Art Movement : Northern Renaissance  
Influence : urban, “matchsticks men” 
Hometown : Salford, closed to manchester 

Laurence Stephen Lowry has a style and his from an era quite different than Dürer and Le 
Lorrain. He is a painter of northern England (Salford, near Manchester) whereas Dürer and 
Le Lorrain have both studied in Italy and he is best known for his urban landscapes with 
plants and large brick chimneys, populated by small people who have always the same 
forms scurrying and running in all directions. 
 
There is an excitement like a perpetual movement. We are far enough away from the 
tranquility of Dürer or the meticulous precision of the Lorrain ... There is almost no sun 
instead of "Le Lorrain" and there’s little emotion. His paintings represent the reality of 
industrial revolution, gray and almost sad. The sky is colorless, rather painted with white and 
a semblance of gray to give an impression of clouds. There are, in fact, often the same 
colors, gray, green, yellow and blue certainly with white and black. 
Lowry gives the impression, through his paintings, to have lost all joy in life; maybe he was 
already too realistic about industrial era! In fact, his paintings have no emotion, no feeling but 
represent for sure a certainly “real life”. 
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